
 
 

“I don’t need
a Power of
Attorney!”



A Lasting Power of Attorney (LPA) is a document 
that allows people you know and trust to make 
decisions on your behalf in the event that you are
either unable to make the decisions yourself or if 
you choose to allow your attorneys to make those 
decisions. 

There are two types of LPA: a Property and Affairs 
LPA which deals with your financial assets, such as 
your home, bank and building society accounts and 
investments; and a Health and Welfare LPA which 
allows your attorneys to make decisions on your 
behalf about medical treatment, where you would 
live and other matters about your personal welfare 
that are important to you. 

“My partner will be able to look after my 
affairs if I cannot!” 

Dependent on your assets, your partner may be 
able to help with your affairs, but what if they were 
unable to help, either because your assets are held 
in your sole name or if they had died before you? 
Institutions are unable to talk to people other than 
the account holder or an attorney because of the 
Data Protection Act, unless arrangements have 
been made in advance. 
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Email us at info@farnfields.com

“Solicitors charge huge fees to make an LPA!”

LPAs are not cheap, but the peace of mind of 
having a valid document is very valuable. You will
have the reassurance that if the worst should 
happen you have made the decision as to who 
looks after your affairs and how they do so. We 
will discuss the matters that are important to you 
and ensure that the formalities are carried out 
correctly and we will help you to understand 
exactly what it means in plain English. 

“I am in perfect health now and will leave it 
until later” 

Sadly, all too often we see clients who are unable 
to make a valid LPA because they have left it 
too late and either do not have the necessary 
mental capacity or have been incapacitated by, 
for example, a stroke. The best time to make an 
LPA is when you are perfectly fit, so you can make 
reasoned and rational decisions about who you 
would like to take control if you are unable to 
manage. 

“It is too expensive - I will take my chances” 

That, of course, is a decision you must make 
for yourself in the knowledge of your own 
circumstances. However, if you did need 
assistance to manage your affairs and do not 
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have the capacity to make an LPA, an application 
would have to be made for a Deputy to be 
appointed by the Court of Protection.

This is a time-consuming and much more costly
option than an LPA, but most importantly you 
will not be able to choose who looks after your 
affairs or the manner in which this is carried out. 
An LPA empowers you to make those decisions 
in advance.

“I have no family - I do not know who could
act as my attorney”

Your solicitor will be able to discuss these issues
with sensitivity. If you have no one who you could
entrust with looking after your affairs, a solicitor
at Farnfields can be appointed. We do not make a
charge for a solicitor to be appointed as attorney
but if we had to do any work on your behalf at
some time in the future, we would make a charge
at that time. Our fees will be fully discussed with
you in advance if you decide on this option.

Email us at info@farnfields.com
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“I do not wish to be kept alive artificially if 
there is no hope of my recovery”

An attorney appointed under a Health and 
Welfare LPA can make decisions about accepting or 
refusing medical treatment, including life-sustaining 
treatment if you are unable to make this decision 
yourself. You can give your attorneys guidance in 
the document to assist them to make the decisions 
you would want them to make.

Contact a specialist lawyer at Farnfields who will 
talk through the process of making a Lasting Power 
of Attorney and give you a firm quotation for the 
cost before starting work.  We are happy to visit you 
in your home if it is difficult for you to get to the 
office. We will be able to advise you on the matters 
you should consider when making a Lasting Power 
of Attorney with a clear explanation in plain English 
of what it means.

We will draw up the document for signature by you 
and your attorneys, where possible we shall act as 
certificate provider and we will make the application 
to the Office of the Public Guardian. When the 
Lasting Power of Attorney is registered, we will 
send you a copy and keep the original in 
safekeeping at no extra charge.

Email us at info@farnfields.com



Our friendly lawyers will put you at ease and
explain everything clearly using plain English.

For confidential, expert advice please email us
at info@farnfields.com or contact one of the
following offices:

Visit www.farnfields.com

The Square
Gillingham

Dorset
SP8 4AX

Tel: 01747 825432

Sturminster House
Bath Road

Sturminster Newton
Dorset DT10 1AS

Tel: 01258 474270

4 Church Lane
Shaftesbury

Dorset
SP7 8JT

Tel: 01747 854244

37 High Street
Warminster

Wiltshire
BA12 9AJ

Tel: 01985 214661
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