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Protecting the family silver

Planning a wedding is an exciting time – and also a time 
when you start thinking about your long-term future. You 
are both looking forward to a long and happy marriage 
but it is also natural to wonder what unexpected twists 

and turns life might bring.

 
That is why, when planning a wedding or civil partnership, 
it is a good idea to prepare for every eventuality. After 

all, none of us can predict where life may take us.

 

What is a premarital agreement?

Premarital agreements set out, in writing, what should 
happen to each person’s assets and finances if the 
marriage breaks down. It gives you both the opportunity 
to agree in advance what is fair – rather than risk, in the 
event of a divorce, one of you losing a large chunk of the 

assets which you are bringing into the marriage.

 

Why should I have a premarital agreement?

With a premarital agreement in place, you and your 
partner can enter into marriage knowing where you 
will both stand if you do choose to end your marriage in 
the future. Asking for a premarital agreement certainly 
does not mean that you expect your marriage to fail – 
and it does not have to detract from the romance and 
excitement of your special day.  With the help of our 
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friendly and experienced solicitors, putting an agreement 
in place is a straightforward and sensible way to protect 
your future. Once it is in place, you can get on with planning 
and enjoying your wedding day and your life together as a 
happily married couple.

When is the right time for an agreement?

Agreements can be made prior to a marriage (pre-nuptial 
agreement) or after marriage (post-nuptial agreement). 
Couples planning to live together but not marry can have a 
cohabitation agreement which is a comparable document.
 
It is best to draft a pre-nuptial agreement well in advance 
of your wedding day. This gives plenty of time to get the 
agreement right and it will be looked on more favourably by 
the courts than an agreement that has been put together 
at the last minute. With Farnfields Solicitors, creating a 
premarital agreement is straightforward and hassle-free. 
Our solicitors will explain the process clearly and answer 
any questions you may have. We offer free, initial over-
the-phone advice, so you can find out about the process, 

timescales and costs with no obligations.

 

Are the agreements binding?

Agreements considered by the Courts in England and 
Wales where there are divorce proceedings are not 
absolutely binding. The Court will take their existence into 
account and can uphold their terms where to do so is fair 
and reasonable.
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Cohabitation agreements are regarded as good evidence 
of the parties’ intentions and as such can be relevant in the 
event of any later proceedings.
 
At Farnfields Solicitors we have created agreements for 
many couples and our expertise provides the peace of 
mind that everything has been done correctly. With a 
proper agreement in place, your wishes are more likely to 
be accepted by the courts in the event of a divorce – which 
could save you thousands or even millions of pounds in the 

future.

 

How long does it take to get an agreement  
drawn up?

You should allow at least two months to have the 
agreement drawn up but longer if your finances are 
complex. This is because of the requirement to have 
given and received full and frank documentary evidence 
of each of your financial positions and to allow time for 
any queries to be raised and answered. If one party is 
slow in providing their information this can delay the 
process so it is best if both of you have this information 
ready in advance. There is also a requirement that 
the agreement is signed at least 21 days before the 
ceremony, otherwise you will be at greater risk of the 
agreement not being upheld in the future.
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How much does an agreement cost?

This varies considerably, depending on the complexity 
of the finances, the volume of information to be 
reviewed, the complexity of the proposed agreement 
and the speed with which the work needs to be done.  
Again, the earlier the agreement is drafted, the better.  
We recommend that you contact us so that we can 
go through your requirements in detail with you.  It is 
likely that the cost will represent a significant potential 

saving in the event of the relationship breaking down.

 

Is legal advice required for both parties?

It is preferable for both parties to have their own 
independent legal advice in this type of case, as receipt 
of legal advice is one of the factors that a court will look 
at when deciding if an agreement should be binding on 

the parties in the future. 

Excellence

Rest assured knowing that you are in safe hands; we 
hold the Law Society’s Lexcel award for excellence and 
all of our family solicitors are members of Resolution, 
the organisation for specialist family lawyers.  They act 
in accordance with the Resolution Code of Conduct 
which stresses the importance and the benefits to each 
client and their partner or spouse of dealing with issues 
tactfully and constructively and putting the needs of 
any children at the top of the agenda.
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Our friendly lawyers will put you at ease and 
explain everything clearly using plain English.

For confidential, expert advice please email us 
at info@farnfields.com or contact one of the 
following offices:

The Square
Gillingham

Dorset
SP8 4AX

Tel: 01747 825432

4 Church Lane
Shaftesbury

Dorset
SP7 8JT

Tel: 01747 854244

Sturminster House
Bath Road

Sturminster Newton
Dorset  DT10 1AS
Tel: 01258 474270

37 High Street
Warminster

Wiltshire
BA12 9AJ

Tel: 01985 214661


